
Earned Income Credit: does the taxpayer qualify? (for 2008)

Did the taxpayer have earned
income during the year?

Yes

No

For 2008, did the taxpayer have
over $2,950 of

DISQUALIFIED INCOME -
interest, taxable and

tax-exempt, dividends, net rent
and royalty income, capital

gain net income, and the excess
of aggregate income from all

passive activities?

Yes

No

Is the taxpayer's filing status
Married Filing Separately?Yes

No

Will the taxpayer file Form
2555 or Form 2555-EZ, Foreign

Earned Income Exclusion?
Yes

No

Is the taxpayer filing a short
period return (less than 12
months). This rule does not

apply if the short period return
is because of an individual's

death?

Yes

No

Did the taxpayer reside in the
U.S. for more than 1/2 year?

Yes

No
Is the taxpayer the qualifying

child for EIC purposes for
another person?

Yes

No

Does the taxpayer have a
'qualifying child'  as defined in

sec. 152(c)?  See Uniform
Definition of a Qualifying

Child flowchart. 

Yes

No

For 2008, did the
taxpayer(s) have

taxable income and
AGI of less than

$12,880 ($15,880
MFJ)?

Yes

No

Is the taxpayer (or
spouse if MFJ) at

least age 25 but not
over age 64?

Yes

No

For 2008, did the taxpayer(s)
have taxable income and AGI
of less than $33,995 ($36,995
MFJ) with 1 qualifying child;
$38,646 ($41,646 MFJ) with
more than 1 qualifying child?

Yes

No

Is the child the qualifying child
of, and claimed as a dependent

by, 2 or more persons,
including the taxpayer, for the

current tax year?

Yes

No

Is the taxpayer's qualifying
child married?

Yes

No

Will the taxpayer claim the
married qualifying child as

their dependent?
Yes

No

Did the taxpayer give the right
to this child to the other parent
by filing Form 8332 or because

of a pre-1985 separation or
divorce decree?

YesNo

The taxpayer does NOT
qualify for the Earned Income

Credit.

As long as the
taxpayer is NOT
the dependent of
another taxpayer,

the taxpayer
DOES qualify for

the Earned
Income Credit.

Does the taxpayer (and spouse,
if MFJ) and qualifying

child(ren) have SSNs?  ITINs
and ATINs do not qualify.

Yes

No

If the tie-breaker rules applied,
is the qualifying child the

taxpayer's qualifying child?

Yes

No

Is the dependent a
'qualifying child'

except for the fact
he/she provided more

than half their own
support for the year? 

Yes

No


